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schools. In 2014 their ages ranged from fifty-four to eighty-one, with the average being 
sixty-eight. There have never been any Native Americans or Asian Americans on the 
Court; only two African Americans, whose terms did not overlap; and one Hispanic. The 
overwhelmingly elite white male Christian character of the Court raises interesting ques-
tions. We naturally want our highest judges to have excellent legal educations (although 
John Marshall barely had any). But should the nation’s highest court represent demo-
graphically the people whose Constitution it guards? Some observers (including Justice 
Sotomayor) have suggested that women judges may be sensitive to issues that have not 
been salient to men and may alter behavior in the courtroom; the same may be true of 
minority judges as well. In a different vein, what message is sent to citizens when the 
custodians of national justice are composed primarily of a group that is itself fast becoming 
a minority in America?

Composition of the Supreme Court, 2014
Table 9.1

 Justice
Year 
born

Year 
appointed

Political 
party

Appointing 
president

Home 
state

College/ 
law 
school Religion

Position 
when 
appointed

John G.  
Roberts Jr.

1955 2005 Rep. W. Bush Maryland Harvard/ 
Harvard

Catholic U.S. Appeals 
Court Judge

Antonin 
Scalia

1936 1986 Rep. Reagan D.C. Georgetown/
Harvard

Catholic U.S. Appeals 
Court Judge

Anthony M. 
Kennedy

1936 1988 Rep. Reagan California Stanford/ 
Harvard

Catholic U.S. Appeals 
Court Judge

Clarence 
Thomas

1948 1991 Rep. Bush Georgia Holy Cross/
Yale

Catholic U.S. Appeals 
Court Judge

Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg

1933 1993 Dem. Clinton New York Cornell/
Columbia

Jewish U.S. Appeals 
Court Judge

Stephen G. 
Breyer

1938 1994 Dem. Clinton California Stanford, 
Oxford/
Harvard

Jewish U.S. Appeals 
Court Judge

Samuel A.  
Alito Jr.

1950 2006 Rep. W. Bush New 
Jersey

Princeton/
Yale

Catholic U.S. Appeals 
Court Judge

Sonia 
Sotomayor

1954 2009 Ind. Obama New York Princeton/
Yale

Catholic U.S. Appeals 
Court Judge

Elena 
Kagan

1960 2010 Dem. Obama New York Oxford/
Harvard

Jewish Solicitor 
General

Source: Supreme Court of the United States, “The Justices of the Supreme Court,” www.supremecourtus.gov/about/biographies.aspx. 


